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Rambam, Hilkhot Kiddush Hakodesh 5:4-5
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When the Sanhedrin was in existence and the new moon (Rosh Hodesh) was declared on the
basis of eyewitness testimony, the residents of Eretz Yisrael and all the places where the
messengers of Tishri could reach (prior to Sukkot) observed one day of yom tov. In the more
distant places, which the messengers of Tishri did not reach (prior to Sukkot), they would
observe two days out of uncertainty (safek), for they did not know which day had been declared
Rosh Hodesh in Eretz Yisrael.
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Nowadays, when the Sanhedrin no longer exists and the beit din of Eretz Yisrael determines the
calendar by mathematical formula, it would logically follow that all communities, including
those in the distant Diaspora, would observe one day of yom tov like those in Eretz Yisrael, for
everyone utilizes and relies upon that formula. But a takkanah (edict) of the Sages declared that
they should take care to preserve their ancestral custom.

Shulkan Arukh, Ora/z Hayyim 661:1
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On the second festival night (of Sukkot) one recites kiddush followed immediately by
“shehechiyanu,” and then the benediction leishev basukkah, “to dwell in the sukkah.”

Mishnah B rurah, no. 1
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“Shehechiyanu” on the second night is attached to kiddush but not to leishev basukkah.
For even if the first day of Sukkot turns out to be a weekday [14 Tishri], one has fulfilled
one’s obligation with the recitation of leishev basukkah on the first night, just as one
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would fulfill the obligation if one were to recite that benediction over the building of the
sukkah... If one did not eat in the sukkah either on the first night or the first day of the
festival, one should recite leishev basukkah and then “shehechiyanu,” since in that case
“shehechiyanu” applies both to kiddush and to “dwelling in the sukkah.”

B. Beitzah 4b-5a
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It was stated: regarding the two festival days of Rosh Hashanah, Rav and Shmuel both say: an
egg laid on the first day is forbidden for consumption on the second day.

As we have learned (M. Rosh Hashanah 4:4): Originally, the Sanhedrin would accept testimony
about the new moon the entire day (30 Elul). One year, the witnesses came late, and the Levites
sang the wrong Psalm.

Rashi
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They sang the Psalm for the weekday minkah (twilight) offering, thinking that the
witnesses wouldn’t come, S0 that the day was a weekday. But then the witnesses did
show up — meaning that the day was holy.
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The Sages therefore decreed in a takkanah that testimony would be accepted only until minkah.
And if witnesses came after that time — they would observe both that day and the next day as
holy days.
Rashi
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Therefore, two days of Rosh Hashanah were originally observed by the beit din
(Sanhedrin), not as a matter of doubt.
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Shul/zan Arukh, Ora/ Hayyim 600:2
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At kiddush on the second night of Rosh Hashanah, (one should wear a new article of clothing) or
place a new fruit on the table and [i.e., in order to] recite “shehechiyanu.” If one does not have a
new article of clothing or a new fruit, one should nonetheless recite “shehechiyanu.”

Mishnah B rurah, n0. 5
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Even though the two days of Rosh Hashanah are considered one long day and one unbroken span
of holiness, they are nonetheless two days. Some people mistakenly place a new fruit on the table
on the second night of other festivals. That’s an error!



