OO ~NO OThhwWN -

el ol
WN Rk O

el el
oolh

WWWWWWNNNDNDNMNDMNDMNDNDN P P
O WONPFPOOONOOOOI RWNEFE O O 0~

Thinking Halakhicly About Disability
Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah

Twelve Minute Shiur #56

Leviticus 23:40
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On the first day you shall take the product of hadar trees, branches of palm trees, boughs of leafy
trees, and willows of the brook, and you shall rejoice seven days before Adonai your God.

NP> — YV — a9 NPV, “taking (up) the lulav”

ShulZzan Arukh Orak Hayyim 651:4
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One who has no hands holds the lulav, and likewise the etrog, with the arm.

P’ri M’gadim (18"-century Germany), Shulkan Arukh Orak Hayyim 651, note 10
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“Holding with the arm” means via the armpit or, if one has a forearm but no hand, via the elbow,
for this action is also defined as “taking.” But one who lacks arms may not hold the lulav with
the mouth, for that is not “taking” at all. A y 'vamah, however, can successfully perform halitzah
in that manner.

Deuteronomy 25:9
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His sister-in-law shall approach him in the presence of the elders and pull his shoe from his foot.
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B. Y vamot 105a
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When Levi went to visit small communities, he was asked: can a woman with no hands perform
halitzah [Rashi: with her teeth]?” ... He did not have the answer. He went to inquire in the beit
midrash, where they said to him: “Is it written [in Deuteronomy 25] ‘she shall remove the
husband’s shoe with her hand’?”

Birkei Yosef (Azulai: 18"-century Eretz Yisrael, Shulkan Arukh Orak Hayyim 651)
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One who has no hands, etc. If one has neither hands nor arms, one may hold the lulav in the
teeth, since “hand” is not written in the Torah verse (Lev. 23:40).

Bikkurei Yaakov (Ettlinger; 19"-century Germany, Shulkan Arukh Orak Hayyim 651, no. 18)
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We learn in B. Hulin 16a that sh 'kitah (slaughtering) is invalid when performed with an
implement attached to the ground. The source: Genesis 22:10, “(Abraham) took the knife to
slaughter”; an implement attached to the ground is not “taken.” Why then is slaughtering valid
when performed with a knife attached to a foot-powered wheel? One must conclude that “taking”
with the foot is defined as “taking.” If so, the same applies to the teeth.

Therefore, it seems to me that one who has neither hands nor arms may perform » 'tilat lulav with
the teeth and also recite the b’rakhah.

The passage in B. Yoma 47a does not contradict this position. There, we read: “Shall the kohen
gadol take the coal pan with his teeth and set it down (in the Holy of Holies)? Of course not! If
one would not behave in such a way before an earthly king, then we certainly would not do so in
the presence of the Holy One!”

To this, we can respond that the priestly service, especially within the Holy of Holies, is a matter
of special stringency. But when it comes to the fulfillmentof a mitzvah, one does no disrespect to
God if one performs it with the teeth.

Moreover, since [the one with no hands or arms] is ahnus (has no option but to do it this way),
there is certainly no disrespect.



