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6 It was stated: concerning the two festival days of the Diaspora - Rav says: an egg laid on the first
7  (festival) day is permitted (for eating) on the second; Rav Assi says: an egg laid on the first day
8 is forbidden on the second.
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17 Of the Diaspora — the second day is observed only by the residents of the Diaspora who
18 are far away from the Sanhedrin (beit din), so that the messengers sent by the court
19 cannot reach them during the two weeks from Rosh Hodesh to yom tov to inform them
20 whether Rosh Hodesh was declared on the 30" or the 31% day since the previous new
21 moon. They therefore observe two days because of this doubt, even though the Torah
22 establishes that “the first day (of the festival) shall be a day of complete rest, and the
23 seventh day shall be a day of complete rest” — and no more than that.
24
25 Is permitted on the second — because one of those two days is not holy, so that the egg
26 is permitted either way.
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31  So can we say that Rav Assi holds that the two days are equally holy (one continuous span of
32 sanctity)?
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The Sages enacted a requirement for the residents of the Diaspora to observe both days in
perpetuity on account of this doubt, obliging them to treat the two days with the
stringency of one long holy day.
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But how can that be? Rav Assi recites Havdalah at the end of the first day of yom tov!
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Rav Assi was uncertain, so he observed both matters stringently.
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Rav Ashi is uncertain — whether a) the second festival day is a law of the Sages enacted
for the Diaspora for all time, so that we would continue to observe it even if we know
how to determine the calendar, because the two days are as one long day according to the
Rabbis; or b) the residents of the Diaspora created the second festival day out of their
own uncertainty (as to which day was declared to be Rosh Hodesh), so that one of those
two “festival” days is non-holy, and the one who knows how to determine the calendar
would need to say Havdalah.

201 9N PITAY KPY NNT RYPAPA POYT NITRNT ,NIIN0N YON 27T 7PMI : NPT 27 DN

Rabbi Zeira says: reason supports Rav Assi’s position, since today we know how to determine
the calendar yet we still observe two festival days.

MPNN OOXMONIVPOPYN ,MINIWN PROWN PN TNIVYNID : PNT .XIANDN 27T 7O : PIAN DN
ANV TN NTAY PMDY IVNT XD ,NNDY TN 1TIY DINID DV IDNY PRSP PO Y

Abaye says: reason supports Rav’s position, as we learn in the Mishnah (Rosh Hashanah 2:2):
“Originally they would light beacons, but due to Samaritan interference the Sages decreed that
messengers would be sent out.” This means that, were the Samaritans to cease their interference,
we (in the Diaspora) would observe one day (of yom tov). And wherever the messengers arrived,
those communities would observe one day.
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So now that we know how to determine the calendar, what is the reason for our observance of
two days of yom tov?
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Because they sent word from there [Eretz Yisrael]: Take care to preserve your ancestral custom,
for one day the government might issue a decree, which could lead to confusion.
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the government might issue a decree — forbidding the study of Torah, so that, alongside of
observing tom tov for one day, they would forget the mathematical formula for determining the
calendar. This “would lead to confusion,” because they would declare a 29-day month to be a 30-
day month and vice versa, which would lead the to eat zametz on Pesach.



